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Mansfield Middle School

Junior Pride Band

Handbook 2012-2013

Introduction:

Welcome to band at Mansfield Middle School! This handbook is to provide guidelines, procedures, and other pertinent information necessary to provide a successful band experience. All members of band and their legal guardians are required to read through the manual carefully and ensure that the policies and guidelines are correctly understood. This is to avoid any conflicts that may arise throughout the year. 

At any time please contact me regarding any questions/concerns via the following:


Band office phone: 417-924-3236 ext. 315


E-mail: abennett@mansfieldschool.net


On Facebook: The Mansfield Lion Pride Bands


Twitter: @MansfieldBands


Website: www.mansfieldbands.weebly.com 

Course Objectives:

· The student will be able to correctly identify properties of music including pitch, harmony, melody, rhythm, and form. 

· The student will be able to distinguish quality and non-quality performances through listening. 

· The student will be able to perform, analyze, and read music that encompasses a variety of genres and difficulty levels up to a grade 2 level. 

· The student will be able to demonstrate correct posture, position, and technique required for performance on their instrument. 

· The student will be able to demonstrate proper maintenance and care of their instrument.

· The student will be able to perform with other instrumentalists to achieve a characteristic ensemble sound utilizing balance, blend, tone quality, dynamics and tuning. 

Classroom Expectations: 
Middle School Band is a course that relies primarily on performance to instruct and assess student learning. Therefore, it is imperative that the students observe and demonstrate the necessary character traits that will lead to success in the area of musical performance. Students will be expected to exhibit respect, responsibility, and commitment on a daily basis. 


1. Respect Always



Respect each other, respect the director, and respect the music.


2. Show Responsibility



You are responsible for your own learning and the learning of your 

classmates.


3. Fully Commit



Commit to learning, commit to the group, and commit to yourself. 

Classroom Procedures

Attendance

All students are to attend all performances and rehearsals. Any emergency or situation that will result in any absence  should be communicated to the director as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of the student to communicate any absences to the director. Unexcused absences will not be tolerated. 

Tardiness

Band begins promptly at 11:55pm. Students are to be seated, instrument ready, and all materials necessary for that day. Failure to do so will result in an automatic tardy.

Materials

All students are required to have their instrument in good working condition every day! A forgotten instrument is an 
immediate loss of daily participation points. Students are also to have a pencil, music, and folder ready at every rehearsal. Do NOT lose music! 

Daily Agenda
Directions for the day will be on the board every day. Objectives, announcements, and order of rehearsal will be written on the board. Students are to check the board as soon as they come into the room. 


Cleanliness

Students are to keep the band room and all band equipment 
clean and orderly. No food, drink, or gum is permitted in the band room at any time. All students are to be responsible for putting their music and instruments in the correct places at the end of every rehearsal. 

Behavior

All students are to adhere to the expectations of respect, responsibility, and commitment every day. This is to ensure that MHS Lion Pride Band remains a safe and unified environment. Any disturbance to others learning will not be tolerated.




Examples of infractions against respect, responsibility, and 



commitment 
are as follows:

Respect 

· Inappropriate language or gestures
· Making fun of another student or demeaning them in any way 
· Talking back to any authority including substitute teachers or any clinicians 
· Negative remarks about music 
· Refusal to follow directions
· Talking out of turn or talking while director is talking
· Disrespect for other's property and space
Responsibility

· Failure to communicate absences 
· Failure to perform daily responsibilities
· Forgetting an instrument
· Forgetting music
· Failure to keep instrument in good condition
· Getting out of seat during rehearsal
Commitment

· Unexcused absences
· Unexcused tardies
· Failure to learn a part (within 80% accuracy)
· Failure to cooperate in group activities 

Disciplinary Action for Infractions:



1.
Warning



2.
Deduction of contribution points



3. 
Private conference with student



4. 
Communication with parents/legal guardian



5. 
Principal's office

**The director reserves the right to determine a serious infraction that requires immediate removal of a student to the principal's office. 

Grading Policy-
The Following five areas are averaged into one final band grade.
Daily Grades
Because each student's contribution to the ensemble is so important, contribution points will be earned every day. Up to 5 points can be earned every day. Points will be removed for any behavioral infraction, tardies, or unnecessary disruptions to the daily flow of rehearsal. 

Performances
An unexcused absence from a performance is an automatic zero. Attendance and cooperation for performances is of utmost importance and is the primary assessment of a student's learning. Performances include concerts, contest, parades, and any festivals. 
Absences and Performance Attendance Policy

Performances are the largest part of a band student's grade and will affect a 

student's overall grade if they are not attending performances. Here are some policies regarding performance attendance. 

1. Expected absences must be reported to the director as soon as possible. 


-If a student is not able to attend a performance, the director must be noted at least 48 hours ahead of time to be considered for an excused absence.


-Emergency situations include illness, death in the family, and very specified circumstances approved by the director. 

2.  The director reserves the right to determine if an absence is excused or unexcused. 


-Family vacations or day trips are not considered excused absences when a performance date has been provided a month in advance. If a family trip has been made a month in advance and the performance date was not provided, the absence will be excused. 


-Doctor's appointments, hospital and dental visits will be determined excused or unexcused on a case by case basis

3. Make-up work for an unexcused absence can be used if the following are met: 


-The parents have communicated with the director a month in advance to the performance


-The absence is considered legitimate and unavoidable


-The assignment is completed in entirety, on time, and receives a grade of 80% or higher

4. Extenuating circumstances that have been communicated in advance

-Excused or unexcused absences for any other circumstances will be resolved on a case-by-case basis in communication with the parent/guardian and director. 

Playing Tests
Periodically, there will be playing tests to assess students' strengths/weaknesses, rate of learning, and any difficulties the student is having. Playing tests will be graded with a rubric that will be given to the student ahead of time. 

Written Work
There will periodically be written worksheets or quizzes that will be given in class or assigned as homework. This is supplemental to daily playing and is used 
to enhance the ensemble experience. Written work will also encourage students to utilize skills learned in other classes and apply them in the band setting.

Practice Card

Based on 100 minutes a week. A practice card will be handed out to each student at the beginning of 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters.  It is the student’s responsibility to fill out how much they practice each day/week and obtain their parent’s signature.  The practice cards should be turned in at the end of the quarter. Please keep track of your weekly practice. Don’t try to “remember” how much you practiced at the end of the quarter. Your card will still need to be signed once and week and I may ask you to bring them in to check on them. If you lose your practice card, it is the student’s responsibility to see the director to get another card.



Each practice card will be worth 900 points (100 minutes; 9 weeks of practice). Extra minutes will be transferred to next quarter’s practice card. Please make sure that you practice consistently. Don’t try to “cram” 200 or more minutes in one night so that you will have enough. Practice cards are to help you become a better musician!!

***Practice cards are cumulative so minutes can be made up. 
Extra Credit

Extra Credit of any kind will be added onto the student's grade at the end of the quarter. Extra credit may be earned by attending a musical performance of any kind and writing a page summary about it. Extra credit can also be earned by coming in for tutoring. Any extra credit can also be used to add minutes to a student's practice card. 
Chair Auditions
Chair auditions will be held in the spring of each year and may additionally be held at any time during the year at the director's discretion. These are pass/fail auditions based on music that will be handed out ahead of time. 

Chair placement will be chosen based upon the following criterion:

1. Score

2. Instrumentation/Need- the highest score does not always guarantee the first chair spot. The director reserves the right to place students in the chair that best compliments the band as a WHOLE.

3. Exhibited behavior and level of responsibility-first chair or section leader status will not be granted to a student who does not exhibit appropriate responsibility, behavior, or involvement irregardless of audition score. 

Information Regarding Instruments

School-owned Instruments-
If a student is using a school-owned instrument, it is the responsibility of the student to make sure the instrument remains in good condition and any repairs needed communicated immediately. The student and 
is responsible for repairs that are caused by damage to the instrument. 

All Instruments-


All instruments are to be maintained and clean at all times. Brass instruments are to have valve/key oil and slide grease at all times! Woodwind instruments are to have 
at least 3 working reeds at one time, cork grease, swabs, and neck strap at all times! Percussion is to have one pair of concert sticks and any other equipment needed.  

Commitment Contract

Mansfield High School Lion Pride Band can only be successful if all of its members give 100% at all times! Band can be an exciting experience and a chance to show pride for one's achievement. A tradition of respect, responsibility, and commitment is the goal for MHS Lion Pride Band. 

I have read through the manual completely and carefully and understand my role and responsibility in contributing to the Lion Pride Band. By signing this contract I agree to adhere to these expectations to the best of my ability. 

Name _______________________________________    Date ___________________

As Band Parents and Guardians, we have read through the manual completely and carefully. We will help our student(s) to achieve the very best possible in band. We understand the consequences for missed performances and the responsibility for damaged school instruments. 

Parent/Guardian Name ________________________
Date _________           


     

Parent/Guardian Name ________________________
Date _________           


     
STUDENT and PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

Please PRINT all information

Student Info
Last Name                                                               First  Name                                                                           
Student Cell Phone#                                                                                 Year in School                       (9-12)
Renting a school instrument?  

yes


no

Parent/Guardian Info
1. Name __                                                                    2. Name                                                          _________
Cell Phone #1_______________________________ Cell Phone #2 _________________________________

Home Phone #                                                                                              
For Future Information

Mansfield Bands are always in need of support for various band activities. If you are interested in helping please indicate by checking any that apply below. 


________
Be a part of band boosters (meeting times TBA)

________
Help with whatever  
